
Volunteer Instructions 
Thanks for volunteering to Read Up to kids at ‘Meet Up, Eat Up’ sites in Berrien, Cass County 

and Van Buren counties. Below is a list of instructions. Each site and day may take on its own 

need so use your best judgement and be creative. If you identify a way to make this experience 

more fun, or to improve it, please do. And if you have any feedback to make it more efficient for 

the next round of volunteers please email or call me at julee.laurent@uwsm.org (269) 932-

3566. Happy Reading!  

 Plan to arrive 1/2 hour before the posted read time so you can set up.  

 Books, a collapsible wagon, and camping chairs will available at a locally designated pick 

up location beforehand. 

 You will have approximately 50 books that vary in age groups and styles so all kids have 

books to choose from that may fit their varying ages and interests.* 

 At the site, unload your car, bring the wagon, and chair, and find the site contact (this  

person’s name can be found on your sign up page)  

 Check in with site contact. They may have a spot for you, or will tell you to go ahead and 

find a spot to set up at. Many times they are busy getting food ready and will let you take the 

lead. 

 Feel free to tell kids where story time will be and you are giving books to take home after the 

story. The sites are marketing this opportunity, but some kids may not know until they see 

you. 

 Start your story when you are ready. You should plan on two short stories.  

 After the story feel free to have a little Q&A. Ask what part of the story they liked best and 

have a discussion if you can. The kids may not always participate, but are listening so tell 

them your favorite part. 

 Show the kids the wagon of books and ask them to make a line. Then let them pick a book 

or two to take home. If there's a lot of kids just one, but if it’s a light day, two or more is fine. 

 When you have given the kids books, say your goodbyes, pack up, and return the supplies 

to your designated area where they were picked up. 

 And HAVE FUN! The kids might be shy, but will remember that someone took the time to 

read to them, give them books, and looked them in the eye and smiled. The difference you 

make on this day, will last a long time in their lives. Thank you.  

 

*We included Spanish books and adult books as available in case parents would like one too. 

 


