
33% of students in Berrien and 
Cass counties don’t graduate 
from high school on time. 

60% of 3rd graders are not 
meeting reading proficiency.

EDUCATION INCOME

HEALTH BASIC NEEDS

95%
of at-risk kids graduated high school.

89%
of children improved their reading level.

507
parents and guardians increased 
their knowledge of their child’s 
development.

83%
of students showed a decrease in 
disruptive behavior. 

16.4%
of people live below the 
poverty line.$54,474

Families need an income 
more than 2x the federal 
poverty level, 

for a family of four, to meet 
their most basic needs. 

62%
of individuals demonstrated 

a measurable increase 
in their work skills.

63%
of individuals received a 
degree, certification, or 
professional credential.

143 people became employed 
through a United Way 
funded program. 

91% stayed employed.

7 out of every 
10 people are 
considered 
overweight or obese.

Berrien County ranks

64 out of 83
counties in Michigan in overall 
health outcomes.  

46 out of 83
Cass County ranks

360
seniors and disabled adults were 
able to stay living at home.

92%
of kids increased their frequency 
of physical activity.

3,006
children participated in a United 
Way physical fitness program.

93%
of individuals increased their 
ability to manage their disease.
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UNITED WAY IMPACT UNITED WAY IMPACT

Nearly 1 in 5 children in 
Berrien and Cass counties 
is food insecure.

Number of students who were 
homeless during the 2016-17 
school year in Berrien and Cass 
counties1,060

3,006
meals were provided to

19,130
individuals.

$387,397
of emergency financial 
assistance was provided.

29,740
nights of shelter were provided to

2,528
individuals.
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BASIC
NEEDS 

MARGARET’S 
LIFE GOT TURNED 

UPSIDE DOWN when 
her daughters called saying their home 
was on fire. Her family made it out safe, 
but lost almost everything. Thanks to the 
American Red Cross, Southwest Michigan 
Chapter, a funded partner of United Way, 
Margaret and her family received help to 
start a new life in a new home.

HEALTH

EMMA AND 
SARA LIGHT UP 
every time they get to    
meet with their Girls on the Run team. 
That’s because they’ve been there before, 
as girls who participated in the United 
Way funded program. Now, they get the 
opportunity to provide the leadership, 
guidance, and coaching to young energetic 
girls in Southwest Michigan.

INCOME

BEING BLIND 
IS NOT A 

BARRIER. To 
Jacob, it’s simply 

an inconvenience.  
Jacob has proven 

that no inconvenience will stop him from 
achieving great things. Thanks to the help 
of United Way funded partner, GateWay 
Services, Jacob received training and life 
skills support to help him thrive in a work 
setting. Jacob’s focus is computers, and 
as he puts it, there’s no stopping him from 
discovering his maxibility.  

THE KIDS 
CALL HER 
GRANDMA 
CRUMBLE, 
because Shirley 
is more than just a mentor and tutor 
for kids with exceptional needs...
she’s like a member of the family. Area 
Agency on Aging’s Foster Grandparents 
program, a United Way funded program, 
makes a difference in the lives of many 
children...and grandparents!

EDUCATION

51 programs at 35 partner agencies

56,786 total individuals served

$2,464,118 leveraged through United Way funding

15,519 total United Way volunteer hours = $374,641 in service

$7,526,319 = total estimated value of United Way services


