
10 REASONS WHY TO SUPPORT UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN
LOCAL
United Way of Southwest Michigan supports LOCAL 
programs and agencies.  Dollars raised in your 
community stay in your community to help build a 
better place for all of us to live and work.  This is truly 
neighbor helping neighbor.

EMPOWERING
A donation to United Way of Southwest Michigan 
can be designated to areas that you are passionate 
about.  For example, you might want to help children 
and youth succeed, assist individuals and families 
become financially stable, or help people have good 
health.

FOCUSED
on Education, Income, Health and Basic Needs- The 
building blocks for a good quality of life. Our mission 
is to improve lives by mobilizing the caring power of 
communities to advance the common good.

COLLABORATIVE
United Way collaborates across the community to find 
the needs and solutions to address them.  This 
collaborative mentality has helped us, along with 
other organizations, establish Be Healthy Berrien, the 
Local College Access Network, and the Great Start 
Collaborative of Berrien County.

IT’S HOW YOU LIVE UNITED!
Great things happen when we LIVE UNITED!  United Way improves lives 
by mobilizing the caring power of communities to advance the common 
good.  We all win when a child succeeds in school, when families are 
financially stable, when people are in good health, and when everyone 
has their basic needs met.  

ACCOUNTABLE
Low administrative and fundraising costs means more 
money goes to services in the community.  Donations are 
wisely invested in high-quality, results-oriented 
programs by volunteer led Investment Teams.  

INSPIRING
Giving to United Way is the most powerful way to give 
to your community.  Your donation multiplies when 
combined with others.  Together we can create more 
impact than any one person could accomplish alone 
in achieving a healthier, stronger community!

PARTNERSHIP
United Way partners with 33 non-profit agencies in 
Berrien and Cass counties to address community issues 
and advance the common good.  Over 65,ooo people will 
be assisted by United Way donations in 2016, nearly one-
third of the population in Berrien and Cass.

TRUSTED
We set high standards for our conduct. Since 1942, 
members of our community have entrusted us to 
effectively and efficiently invest donor dollars where they 
are needed most and can create the greatest impact.

A MULTIPLIER 
In order for programs to receive state and federal grants, 
they must show that there is local support for those 
programs.  United Way dollars can be used as that match, 
which has brought in almost $14 million in additional 
dollars in the last 5 years.

www.uwsm.org #uwsm




